—— 


Jennifer Cook 


‘A security breach at Iron 
Mountain Inc. has put many 
LSUS students’ identities in 
jeopardy. Iron Mountain 
Inc., Louisiana’s data stor- 
age contractor, notified the 
Louisiana Office of Student 
Financial Assistance (LOS- 
FA) that back up data files 
for its students had gone 
missing. 

Gloria Raines, Vice Chan- 
cellor for Student Affairs to 
the LSUS student body said, 


“My first advice would be 
not to panic, it’s conceivable 
that nothing has happened. 
It could be lost somewhere. 
Unfortunately, data gets lost 
all the time. From every- 
thing we've heard this isn’t 


NOEL MEMORIAL LIBRARY 


LSU SHREVEPORT 


S/GNATURE 


ontact the three national credit reporting agencies to place an initial fraud alert if yo 
have determined or are worried your information might have been breached. This is 
only a temporary 90 day alert. It must be updated once every 90 days if you wish 
o extend the alert past those initial 90 days. Equifax: Call (800) 525-6285, Exper- 
an: Call (800) 397-3742, TransUnion: Call (800) 680-7289 

of these numbers will lead you to an automated phone system where you will be re- 
quired to input personal information to verify your identity and place the initial fraud 


the work of some brilliant 
hacker who has broken into 
the records. That would be 
very frightening.” 

An e-mail sent to LSU- 
Baton Rouge’s student body 
by Brian D. Voss, Chief In- 
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formation Officer, said that 
the data was the “backup of 
the database that sits on a 
mainframe computer.” He 
also said that if the data was 
found, it would need a high- 
ly functioning computer to 
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actually open the “magnetic 
media file, and sophisticated 
computer skills” to be able 
to access any data on the 
files. 

Students that could have 
been affected include those 
who have a Louisiana Col- 
lege Savings account, are 
residents of Louisiana and 
completed a Free Applica- 
tion for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA), anyone who ap- 
plied for the Tuition Oppor- 
tunity Program for Students 
(TOPS) or anyone who has 
applied for or received stu- 

cont’ pg 4 


Paranormal 
investigator digs deep 


Hometown rapper 
makes big stride 
through the dirty south 
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Editorial Policy 

The information presented in this publication by no means reflects the opinions 
of the administration or staff of LSUS. The Almagest seeks to provide informa- 
tion for the LSUS campus and community; to involve students, faculty and staff; 
and to provide a public forum for ideas as guaranteed in the First Amendment of 
the Constitution, Comments and complaints are welcome and should be ad- 
dressed to Chris Gray, Editor-in-Chief. They must be accompanied by your full 
name and e-mail address. 


Letters Policy 

Letters to the editor are encouraged. However, the staff reserves the right to edit 
letters for clarity, length, and content. Any letter submitted by a club or organi- 
zation must be signed by all members of the group or by the group's president. 
Letters should be e-mailed or submitted to the Almagest office, BH 344, by 5 
p.m. on the Friday preceding the Thursday publication date. Please type the let- 
ter and include your classification and major. The Almagest reserves the right 
not to publish submitted materials. Obscene, libelous and anonymous letters 
will not be printed. 
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By Chris Gray 


The invisible man 


Chris Gray 


In this age of cyber crime, where a 12 year old child can get your personal information 
from your home computer (that probably is not that well protected against such invasions 
anyway), you would think that a company whose primary task is to make sure that our per- 
sonal information does not get into the hands of the aforementioned 12 year old would have 
a little better security than that of our home PC. On Sept. 19, a box with student records was 
supposed to be put on a truck and transported from Baton Rouge to PortAllen but magically 
like lucky charms it up and falls off the truck or is misplaced by an employee of the compa- 
ny? 

I personally did not receive an e-mail about this from our schools financial aid depart- 
ment until Oct. 19th. The thing we need to ask ourselves as students is why we were not in- 
formed sooner, Why did it take one full month for us to be informed? This could damage the 
student’s personal lives but this could also endanger their parent’s identities as well, all of 
this due to a critical employee error. How do we defend ourselves against this? We have 
been told to go to credit agencies and file for credit reports every 90 days. What we need to 
do as individuals, students and Louisiana citizens is to seek answers for ourselves and adapt 
accordingly. 
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November <0 
The Strand Theatre 


Tickets at the Box Office, Tickets.com or 
(318) S8668556 or (660) 313-5373, For discount; please 
show valid student ID. Groups of 20+ call (318) 226-9555, 


enjazste ist apaae uvariaber ay Esl 
wre, si teforrent.com 
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CAMPUS BEAT 


Rod Dragon/Photographer 


Out of the gate 


Leslie Rodriguez 


You might not know this, but there is more to our teachers 
than teaching and grading exams. 

Cecilia Smith, instructor of Fine Arts and Spanish at 
LSUS, is a well-rounded person with an interesting back- 
ground. 

Ms.Smith was born in Peru but eventually moved to 
Guadalajara, Mexico. She then attended college at the Uni- 
versity of California in Los Angeles. After graduating, she 
traveled back and forth between Mexico and the United 
States, and even took a few trips to Europe when she was 
able to. Family-related reasons brought her to Shreveport, 
Louisiana in 2002. 

Ms. Smith is fluent in Italian, French, English and Span- 
ish. 

She loves history and culture, hates French people who 
give her attitude, and these days, she likes doing something 
perhaps far more interesting than teaching: horseback riding. 

She said her sporty nature and love of animals is what 
made her take on such a hobby, 

“After playing professional volleyball in Mexico, I need- 
ed a sport to practice here in Shreveport, and I’ve always 
loved horses,” said Smith. She began formal horseback rid- 
ing in 2002, and now rides horses three times a week. 

She is very interested in the well being of her horse. “I 
like having a relationship with the horse, I groom him and 
give him treats,” she said. Ms. Smith said that riding horses 
is therapeutic for her; she enjoys the peaceful environment of 
the ‘Holly Hills Farm’ in Benton, where she participates in 
shows and events. 

She will volunteer as a paddock master at the Holly Hills 
Farm in a 3-day Olympic-style event this weekend. Ms. 
Smith said she hopes students see past the unpermissive- 
front that teachers sometimes put up. “We all have hobbies 
and you'd be surprised of what we do outside of teaching,” 
she said. 
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If you have ever won- 
dered how to become more 
informed and involved in the 
political process, LSUS has 
two campus organizations 
you may want to check out. 
The LSUS College Republi- 
cans and the LSUS College 
Democrats are both starting 
up chapters on campus. 

John Kay, who worked 
for the Bobby Jindal cam- 
paign, is the newly elected 
president of the College Re- 
publicans. 

“The College Republi- 
cans is an organization 


Politics on campus 


meant to educate students on 
and further the causes of the 

Republican Party,” ex- 
plained Kay. 

“We want to bring aware- 
ness to the campus about the 
political world and encour- 
age the students to get out 
and vote,” said Kay. 

The LSUS College Re- 
publicans was just estab- 
lished this semester by ten 
students who wanted to be 
more politically involved. 

Evan Robertson began 
the College Democrats 
group on the Facebook web- 


Jessica Clinton 


site. 

“If students want to keep 
government effective and 
transparent, they have to or- 
ganize and encourage every 
student who didn’t vote to 
actually gain an interest in 
politics,” said Robertson. 

“If people keep ignoring 
politics the government will 
do whatever it wants, 
unchecked by the public,” 
said Robertson. 

When asked if this group 
would become an official 
LSUS organization outside 
of Facebook, Robertson was 


Haunted Library display in room 141 in Noel Library is 
yours to enjoy, thanks to helpful staff members Brian 


FAFSA cont’ 


dent financial aid in 
Louisiana. 

Raines said, “It’s whatev- 
er you used to fill out your 
FAFSA application or to ap- 
ply for TOPS were on the 
files.” 

LOSFA set up a website, 
www.osfantweb.osfa.state.la 
.us/Notice.nsf/, which can 
tell you if your data has been 
exposed. Voss advised it is 
also a “personal responsibil- 


ity” to watch your credit for 
fraud. 

LSUS’s student body was 
sent an e-mail about this on 
Thursday, Oct. 18 at 4:25 
p.m. Rachael Welch, sopho- 
more, early childhood edu- 
cation major, posted a My- 
space bulletin on Wednesday 
Oct. 17 at 7:52 a.m. about 
the same subject. That is 
over a day before LSUS stu- 
dents were informed by the 


university. While Myspace 
maybe be at the top of our 
‘Favorite Links,’ it is nor- 
mally not considered as one 
of our ‘Breaking News’ 
links, but should it? 

Welch said she found out 
about the identity theft issue 
from “another Myspace bul- 
letin.” She claimed to have 
plenty of friends in college 
and “many if not all of them 
at least filed for financial 


still unsure. 

Politics-can be an ex- 
tremely “hot button” issue 
for people, but both Kay and 
Robertson stressed the im- 
portance of becoming in- 
volved. 

“Students need to be- 
come more involved in this 
system if they want their 
voice to count and if they 
want to keep their govern- 
ment from taking control 
from them,” claimed Robert- 
son. 

No matter which politi- 
cal affiliation students pre- 


aid,” so she wanted to make 
sure they knew about it in 
case they were affected. 
Therefore, this means that 
the LOSFA issues were 
posted on Myspace at least 
34 hours before the universi- 
ty informed the LSUS stu- 


dent body. 

In Voss’s statement, he re- 
ported that The Daily 
Reveille, LSU- Baton 


Rouge’s student paper, re- 


fer, they now have the op- 
portunity to become in- 
volved. Both organizations 
have groups on the popular 
website Facebook, and the 
College Republicans meet 
on campus in BH 310 every 
first and third Thursday dur- 
ing common hour. They will 
also have a booth set up at 
Fall Fest. If you want to be- 
come involved in either or- 
ganization, join Facebook at 
www.facebook.com and do 
a search for these groups for 
more information and to 
join. 


Derick Jones/Music Reviewer 


ported on the issue Oct. 17th 
as well. How the LSUS’ stu- 
dent body was excluded 
from knowing this potential- 
ly harmful information? It 
sounds like another piece of 
information is missing as 
well and the question re- 
mains as to how? 


a 
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Ever eit what goes 
“bump” in the night? I’m on 
a mission to find out what's 
behind that noise. Recently, 
I began conducting my ex- 
ploratory paranormal inves- 
tigations on local ghost leg- 
ends. 

According to the legends, 
numerous spirits still walk 
the railroad crossing at Forb- 
ing and Ellerbe in Shreve- 
port. Here’s the story. A 
headless man swinging a 
lantern roams up and down 
the railroad tracks. Another 
popular legend has children 
stalking the infamous cross- 
ing in hopes of preventing 
similar fates. The spirits of 
these children are said to 
push stalled cars off the 
tracks. Legends advise ghost 
hunters to sprinkle flour 
across their vehicles, mainly 
on the trunk and hood. Once 
crossed over the tracks, the 
flour reveals the handprints 
of small children. 

My investigation began 
before sunrise on a warm 


Devin White 


Saturday in September. The 
crickets were loud and the 
air was deathly still. Lacking 
the courage to go alone, | 
had fellow journalism major 
Christine Bradley, junior, 
and James Howard, political 
science, senior, accompany 
the hunt. About 2 a.m., we 
surveyed the tracks for any 
sign of the headless, earth- 
bound spirit. Becoming 
antsy in the car, we decided 
to take the investigation on 
foot. 

After walking the area for 
at least a half hour, we saw 
nothing more than a few un- 
explained flickering lights. 
With nothing concrete on the 
headless ghost, we decided 
to focus our investigation on 
the legends of the children 
spirits. 

We returned to the car and 
as the legends instructed, we 
sprinkled flour all over the 
car, drove the car onto the 
tracks, and put it in neutral. 
We waited. Even though we 
remained perfectly stopped 


on the tracks, there were mo- 
ments when Howard be- 
lieved he felt some push to 
the car. I cannot support 
these claims. However, upon 
examining the car, we did 
discover something shock- 
ing and disturbing. We 
stared in disbelief at what 
appeared to be child-sized 
handprint on the hood of the 
car just above the headlight 
on the driver’s side. | 
snapped some photos with 
my digital camera and we 
quickly deserted the eerie 
site. 

I haven’t returned to the 
railroad crossing since, and 
the investigation still re- 
mains unsolved. 

Of course, it’s possible 
the handprints were already 
there, and the flour simply 
helped pick them up. How- 
ever, there are never any kids 
around Howard’s car. So, 
where did the handprint 
come from? You decide. 


SGA Forum 


Joe Hayes 


He’s finally here! After 
four years, with lots of plan- 
ning and hard work by your 
Student Government, the 
mascot that was first con- 
ceived of by then-SGA Pres- 
ident Lacey Spencer has fi- 
nally arrived. | want to 
personally thank SGA Past 
Presidents Lacey Spencer 
and Denitra Dennis for real- 
ly putting in the effort to 
make this a reality for our 
students. Without them, 
there is no doubt that we 
wouldn't be celebrating our 
newest addition to the family 
this week. 

The SGA has been work- 
ing on many things for stu- 
dents this year and this is 


Not altered by the Almagest staff in any way. 


just one of several projects 
that we’ve completed. | 
can’t wait to see the new 
symbol of our University 
making the rounds at our 
sporting events and student 
functions. At any rate, audi- 
tions have been held, his 
name has been chosen, and 
he’s ready to be introduced 
to our students! 

If you want to meet our 
new mascot, you'll have to 
come to Midnight Madness 
which is this Friday the 26th 
at 9 P.M. in the HPE build- 
ing. Don’t forget your 
canned food item to get in so 
you can say “Hi” to Joe the 
Pelican. . . just kidding! See 
you in class, 
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Midnight Madness is coming 


It is fall, and that means 
the LSUS Men and 
Women’s Basketball teams 
will be lacing up their sneak- 
ers and starting the 2007 
basketball campaign. Before 
the season officially begins 
students will be given a 
chance to see our two bas- 
ketball teams during Mid- 
night Madness — “Hoopin’ It 
Hoop.” Midnight Madness 


- 


will be taking place on Fri- 
day Oct. 26th in the HPE 
Gym at 9 p.m. The price of 
admission is one canned 
good to support local food 
banks. 

The men and women’ 
teams are looking for a 
chance to showcase their tal- 
ents to the LSUS community 
before starting the season on 
Oct. 31st for the men’s team 


Date 


“ 11/12/2007. te a ye 
11/24/2007 


11/28/2007 


‘pze007 «5330p, 
“15/2007 
12/14/2007 
12/15/2007 


John Guoth, 
Business Freshman 


NO: 10 SF; 34 


Matthew Smith, . 
Mass. Com. Freshman 


NO: 14 SF: 24 


Justin Tison 


and Nov. Ist for the 
women’s team. 

“Both teams, the men and 
the women, will scrimmage 
during the event. It will be a 
chance to see them before 
anyone else,” said Kimberly 
Thornton, Assistant Director 
for Student Leadership and 


Involvement in the UC. 


Midnight Madness 20 


This will also be the only 
time students get to see the 
Pilots play until Nov. 12th, 
when both teams return 
home to play Jarvis Christ- 
ian College. LSUS’ other 
sports teams will also be 
there to be introduced to the 
crowd as well. 

The 3rd year of Midnight 


HOOP’N rT uP 


Satan 


eS 


LS 


asEeoe 


to be revealed? 


FRIDAY 
OCTOBER 26th 


9 p.m. 
HPE Gym / LSUS Dock 
€ome support the 2007-2008 


Pilot & Lady Pilot’s 
Basketball teams! 


Damen Stoll, 
Business managment 
Freshman 


NO: 21 SF: 14 


Jamie Sandifer, 
Liberal Arts Grad. student 


NO: 3 SF: 27 


Madness will feature the un- 
veiling of the new LSUS 
mascot. It ushers in a new 
era for LSUS as the new 
mascot will bring a sense of 
legitimacy to our sports 
teams and become the cen- 
terpiece for a surge in school 
spirit and pride. 

“It will give the students 
their first opportunity to see 
the new mascot,’ said 
Thornton. “We have been 
working hard on this and we 
are all very excited.” 

There will also be iPod 
and PSP giveaways for stu- 
dents along with t-shirts be- 
Ing thrown out to the atdi=— 
ence as well. All students 
need to take this opportunity 
to show their support for our 
basketball teams, win some 
cool prizes, and meet the 
newest member of the Pilot 
pride nation. 


Amanda Castle, 
Com. Health Junior 


NO: 31 SF: 24 


Population ! 
| The Most Serene | 
Republic 


Derick Jones 
Irhe Most Serene Republic! 
jhas done it again with their 

ew album Population. To; 
those who aren’t familiar. 


heir music is reminiscent off 
Pot Service, a bit 2 

ron and Wine and a 
jof Modest Mouse. Theirf 
rst single, “Present of Fu-7 
if 


iia remind us of better 
days, and with uplifting! 


fchoruses no wonder they| 
sound so happy. “Sherry 


Corporate piece, un 
linging begins and it’s < 
forgotten. According to they 
‘band’s website, their music- 
fis “an intoxicating reminder! 
hat if you stand in one} 
lace, the shadows can- 
lovertake you. A reminder o 


what’ ood about every-4 
thing thatisrightnow” — 
| There music does exac 


fa with catchy beats in “ 
-Mix of Sun and Cloud” an 

INeurasthenia.” All in alll 
ithe album is exactly what i 
‘was meant to be, a mix of- 
beauty, sound, and charis4 
jmatic melodies that attempt 
-to change your mind, body, 
land soul. | 
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After a small Alaskan 
town is plunged into dark- 
ness for 30 days, a band of 
centuries year old vampires 
comes to town for the “all _ 


you can eat buffet.” The 


plot of the film is one of | 
the most original ideas in}; 
survival horror since John 


Carpenter's “The Thing”. [a 


Instead of people trying | 
to survive a zombie infes 
tation, these people are & 
trying to survive in the & 


harshest of conditions be- ,# 


fore the vampires ever \j 
show up. 

Josh Hartnett (“Sin 
City”, “The Faculty”) de- 
livered his best and 
brightest performance in 
years. His emotional 
scope and range was very 
broad and pronounced in 
this film. His role was one of 
depth and development, and 
he was able to draw me in 


and make me feel for his 


Chris Gray 


character. 

Melissa George (“Touris- 
tas”, “Derailed”) has about 
as much untapped potential 


as a can of cola. She was 
able to enhance scenes only 
when another strong acting 
presence was in the scene 


WHERE: 
Mia's Pub 


Courtyard Coffee 
H&H Lounge 


Mia’s Pub 


BANDS: 
AM Syndicate 


Subject Optional, John Farley, The 
Passing Lane, and AJ Lowring 


Fallen to Rise, Last of the Heroes, 
Inura, and Asteios 


The Josh Hollis Band, The F’n A- 
Holes, and Joey B. Wilson 
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goodness | 


with her. She was a pretty 
face to look at while the 
blood was flying. 

In his silver screen direc- 
torial debut, David Slade 
knocked one right out of 
‘jthe park. The man can 
“make a mean. music 
4| video, but with this film, 
he out did himself. He 
+] was able to draw an emo- 
tional response from 
a7 every scene. He was able 
to help the actors show 
their talents, and his cine- 
matography was astound- 
ing. The camera angles 
along with the visual ef- 
fects, made every scene 
look as intense as it felt. 
There was no shortage of 
blood and gore. All of the 
dismemberments looked 
so real I had to laugh to 
keep myself from cringing. 

“30 Days of Night” is a 
must see for Halloween. 


5150 Ratchet | 
Hurricane Chris | 


Derick Jones 


| Over the past fewl 
fe Hurricane Chris, 
as become a_househol 
Jrame not only here inj 
‘Shreveport, but pretty muc 
laround the United States! 
[With his debut album, 5150) 
‘Ratchet, he plans on pump- 
ling up the volume and tak-l 
jing Shreveport’s version o 
-“crunk” to a whole new lev- 
lel. His first song off the al 
ee as most know, is “Aj 
ay Bay,” a signature trib-. 
jute to his roots in Shreve 
sport. “The Hand Clap” an: 
-“Walk Like That” are both! 
|club-rockin’, soon to be] 
‘chart topping hits that are’ 
‘filled with more than the av-+ 
ferage hype of hip-hop] 
‘Some songs on his album: 
lreature other artists, such asl 
he sultry Nicole Wray ony 
-‘Momma.” “Beat in my: 
Hrunk” is a fun mix (a bid 
cers though) which aly 
udes to his “A Bay Bay” 
Istyle, but still a favorite] 
. The album itself though! 
jfalls short on the expected} 
em of this 18 year pal 
‘rapper, but still runs clean! 
jon Shreveport tributes and a 
‘style that represents hip-hop- 
lfrom the south. I 
The day after his albumy 
release, October 24, 2007, 
IHurricane Chris will be afl 
jan album signing at FY 
-att+ Pierre Bossier Mall. For. 
Imore details, check out his 


Pores : 
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Pelican Briefs 


Follow Fola 


Fola Hammones 


The “Biggest Challenge” 
for me this week is to look 
great in my Halloween cos- 
tume. My friend and | went 
to Party City today to look 
for knock-out outfits for the 
spooky day. We both tried on 
the costumes that were ex- 
tremely sexy and way to 
short. I’m not being bashful, 
stepped out of the dressing 
room, and the man that work 
at the store said, “mmm... 
big girls need love too.” | 
rolled my eyes at that man 
like he was crazy, but the 
comment gave me motiva- 
tion to keep working out and 
to eat healthy. 

I truly cannot wait until 
Halloween to show off my 


isit us for all your illness, 
ccines, flu shots, lab serv- 
ices and school physicals. 
? office visit if paid at the 
me of service. 


slimmer body. My exercise 
regime goes as follows: 
Monday and Wednesday 
Body Sculpting class. Wow, 
after I leave that class I feel 
like I can conquer the world. 
Sunday run/walk and work 
out to Denise Austin’s Hit 
the Spot 10 five minute tar- 
get toners. At her age she is 
still kickin butt. Hopefully, 
by the end of the month all 
the work will have paid off. 
To all the big girls who want 
to feel great by wearing a 
banging outfit, do it. You 
only live once. To all of you 
who don’t want to see big 
girls look pretty shut your 
mouth and close your eyes. 


Special : Flu Shots $20 Cash Only 


_ Check our the Almagest online at 
www.myspace.com /almagestisus 


Ask your Co-Pilot 


Dear Co-Pilot: 


I've been around my fair share of college towns in this 
state and others, and no matter how different they all are, 
one thing is constant: good college radio stations. Now, I 
know the LSUS campus houses KDAQ/Red River Radio, 
providing a gréat source of information for much of north 
Louisiana, but why don't we have a student run frequency? I 
was just wondering your thoughts on the subject at hand... 


Sincerely 
Silent Airwaves 


Dear Silent Airwaves: 


Quite frankly, I'm not too sure of why we don't have our 


pus), but why is there no station here for us? 

’ Red River Radio owns four different stations: Shreveport, 
Alexandria, Lufkin TX, and El Dorado AK. So how is it 
possible that we, as a student body, do not have a radio sta- 
ion that plays music we want to hear, news that -weeneed 
(such as the whole Identity Theft issue), and such things like 
that? I find it appalling that we, and I’m referring to the stu- 
dent body as a whole, can’t house a frequency for LSUS stu- 
dents ran by LSUS students. 

Now, talk of a student governed radio station has been 
made in previous years, but the hierarchy of LSUS has made 
it clear before that it wouldn’t be a good idea.to haye. z 
dent ran radio station. Why? Beat’s me. According to RRR 
affiliates, the process of obtaining a new radio station is a 
difficult process of being approved by the FCC and the 
bandwidth available isn’t really there, but why aren’t we 
fighting for what we want? 

All I know is that a converged news and music program 
would do LSUS good to have competition with KSCL, con- 
sidering that they’re known as “Shreveport’s Alternative 
Music Source.” Since most of their airtime is made up o 
songs, thank goodness, and their news scene isn’t that grand, 
this would be the perfect counteraction to their radio station 
as LSUS students provide to the public and the LSUS socie- 
ty what they need to know, to the minute. 

I hope this brought some clarity to the issue, and if it 
takes petitioning with the SGA or picketing in front of the 
Chancellor’s office, change needs to take place and a student 
produced radio station needs to be made. 


ont + Stu- 


Sincerely, 
Your Co-Pilot 


Your questions count! E-mail the 
Co-Pilot at almagest@Isus.edu with 
questions, comments, and anything 


you'd like to hear answered! Your 
opinions matter! 


